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THEME VERSE:

So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel:
‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.
Zachariah 4:6

THE GOD OF REVIVAL:

The 1949 Argentina Revival

Prayer is always an essential precursor to revival breaking out. However, the revival at Argentina in 1949
highlighted its importance once again. Argentina, located in the southeast region of South America, had for
years maintained a reputation as one of the least spiritually fruitful mission fields in all the Western
Hemisphere. Many people openly worshipped spirits and engaged in occult practices. Witch doctors were
summoned routinely to deal with ailments. On top of all this, the Roman Catholic Church, which was
designated the official national religion, was often adversarial towards any Protestant attempts to share the
Gospel. While the average person was not hostile to Christianity, they viewed it as devoid of any real power
to make an impact on their life. Typical churches had less than a dozen members, and apathy was the
norm.
Dr. R. Edward Miller, an American missionary, was called in 1948 to oversee a young church in the city of
Mendoza, Argentina. In January of 1949, Miller went down to the nearby town of Lavalle with another
minister to hopefully break new ground for the Kingdom. The plan was to hold 2 weeks of evangelism
meetings, preaching from a large tent each night. They eagerly set about their work, anticipating many
salvations and supernatural works of God. They canvassed the homes, prayed daily, and passed out Gospel
tracts. Yet, from the very first evening until the last one 14 days later, not a single lost person attended.
Miller was crushed and dejected, and he contemplated giving up the mission and heading home a failure.
However, God put on his heart the verse from Zachariah that says, “Not by power nor by might but by My
Spirit…”. And Miller sensed God proposing the crazy idea of praying 8 hours a day for a whole week in order
to seek an encounter with Christ and for revival. Despite struggling with self-doubts and the words of his
critics, he secluded himself in a little attic room to pray, and finally he finished the one week. Nothing. Miller
pressed in to keep on praying. One week turned into two, then three and four, until he had fasted and
prayed and meditated on Scriptures for more than two whole months. Then on one very ordinary day, the
presence of God filled the room abruptly. Miller was inundated with Heaven’s glow as he heard God reveal
His heart for this nation.
Six more weeks passed, this time with Miller drinking in the Spirit’s presence each day. Then, in early June of
1949, God told Miller to call his church to gather in prayer starting Monday night 8PM until midnight. It would
continue everyday. If someone could not make it for four hours, then they should not come at all. Miller
obeyed and told this to his church of only 8 members. Surprisingly 3 people showed up to pray with Miller
and his wife. That night, it was quiet. The people were timid. No one heard anything from the Lord, except
one woman who admitted she felt like God wanted her to go to the center of the room and hit the table.
But she was too embarrassed to actually do it. This went on every night until Thursday. The woman confessed
that God still wanted her to strike the table, but she didn’t want to do it. Miller led the group to sing and to
pray more and then one by one they all hit the table. Except the woman. Finally, she gathered up her faith,
stepped up to the edge, and she banged the table. Suddenly it was like a rushing wind surged throughout
the room from one end to the other, and God’s presence was manifest in that place. The individuals there
boldly jumped up and began praising God, some fell to the floor, and a river of joy from the Spirit flooded
the room. One act of obedience done in faith opened the floodgates of revival for Argentina that day.

From that time onwards, the church multiplied rapidly. Teams went out with the Gospel in the power of the
Spirit. Many folks were healed miraculously. Many more were saved. Others relinquished their professions to
become full-time ministers. Over the next few years, teams carrying revival would ignite spiritual fires birthing
a multitude of churches across more than a dozen other cities like San Manuel, Villa San Martin, and Buenos
Aires. God had softened the heart of this hard nation to bring her back to Himself in response to the
extraordinary prayers and faith of a few believers.

THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS:
• Praise God that He is always at work to seek and save those who are lost. God hears our prayers
for our friends and family, and He brings the right people and experiences across their path so
that they can hear and respond to the Good News. Thank God He readies us to be His
messengers as we step out in faith.

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK:
FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CITY:
• RESTAURANTS IN OUR ECONOMY. Pray that God would continue to guide the safe and vibrant reopenings of many businesses in the city, especially restaurants. Pray that the restaurant owners
would find good workers to meet the rising demand and that all staff and customers would stay
healthy and hopeful.
• MORALITY IN EDUCATION. Pray that the upcoming Equality Act would not become a tool for
discrimination and persecution against believers. Pray that God would thwart any attempts at
the national level to force all students to subscribe to a morality that goes against God’s Word
and against their conscience. Pray that the Church would be able to articulate and take a stand
upon their convictions of what God says is sin.
• HEALING. Pray for God’s protection and healing power as we continue to recover as a nation.
Pray that none of the new variants of the virus will gain ground in the population. Pray that God
would heal the physical bodies of those who do get sick and that He would comfort immensely
those who are hurting emotionally and socially from the lockdowns.
FOR THE WORLD AND MISSIONS:
• RAMADAN. Ramadan is coming up. This year it coincides with April 12 – May 12. Let's pray for
incredible and unique opportunities for Muslims to encounter Jesus and for dreams and visions.
• PHILIPPINES. Please pray for a Filipino Pastor Teodoro who recently had a stroke and is now home
recovering. The church needs prayer too as they reach out to feed and minister to so many in
Manila during this new lockdown in the Philippines.
FOR LOCAL CHURCHES AND REVIVAL:
• LOCAL OUTREACH TO HOMELESS. Pray as the church ministers among Charlotte’s swollen
homeless population, which increased greatly during COVID-19, currently numbering over 3,000.
• REVIVAL. Ask the Holy Spirit to raise up new small groups of spontaneous prayer throughout the
city to pray for revival and to augment with spiritual fire those prayer groups already meeting.
FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/

