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THEME VERSE:
“And they were all amazed at the mighty power of God.”
Luke 9: 43
THE GOD OF REVIVAL:

The 1922 New Zealand Revival

Henry Roberts was a skilled rugby player, well-known among the local New Zealand fans in the 1880’s. He
gave his life to the Lord after hearing the Gospel from an English evanglist in 1889. For the next 33 years, he
served Christ and preached the Good News, especially in open air situations. Over time, he became greatly
burdened to see revival fires touch down upon his homeland, and he knew that prayer was essential to this
end. He started prayer circles in the suburbs of Wellington, and by 1922, there were 9 prayer circles in New
Zealand’s capital city fully activated and experiencing God’s power and blessings, praying for revival.
Meanwhile, far up north, in the country of China, a missionary named Fullerton had been laboring in the
province of Henan. After two initially difficult years, God had answered Fullerton’s prayers and ignited a
deep spiritual hunger in the hearts of the Chinese. In a short time, more than 6000 people had accepted the
Gospel and turned from idols to follow the Lord Jesus Christ. One night, Fullerton felt the Holy Spirit impress on
him to pray for New Zealand. And God revealed His desire to greatly pour out His Spirit there. A little later,
Fullerton visited his home country Denmark on furlough, and it was here that he met a British evangelist
named Smith Wigglesworth. Fullerton shared his vision of revival in New Zealand with the evangelist and
asked him if God might lead him to go there. After much serious prayer, Wigglesworth confirmed that God
wanted him to go.
Plans were made. The evangelist was scheduled to arrive in April 1922 and meet up with Fullerton. As it
turned out, Wigglesworth missed his scheduled steamship and arrived in New Zealand at the end of May.
Because Fullerton could not wait that long, he asked his pastor friend Henry Roberts to take care of the
evangelist. Roberts knew that Wigglesworth was a direct answer to the prayer circles crying out for a Spirit
outpouring.
Now Smith Wigglesworth had been born into a very poor family. He never had opportunity to receive
schooling, and he had worked as a plumber for many years. He didn’t even know how to read or to write
until after he was married at the age of 23 years old. Yet somehow God called him and raised him up to
preach the Gospel in America and many countries around the world. When he arrived in New Zealand,
though, he was a complete unknown to most folks. He had paid his own fare. He had the backing of almost
no churches. One church, the Vivian Street Baptist Church, offered the use of their Sunday school room in
the mornings. And by faith, several local Christian leaders put down a deposit to reserve for the evenings the
large 3000 seat capacity Town Hall of Wellington.
Wigglesworth started speaking in the mornings to a small group in a Sunday school room. He spoke of the
person of the Holy Spirit and the Spirit’s power to set people free from their sins. The listeners found their
hearts moved deeply by God, and many would weep for hours upon returning home. Soon the audience
outgrew this room, and they moved into the main chapel. People started responding to the Gospel with
declarations of repentance and faith. Miracles and healings began to regularly occur. One man, stricken
with tuberculosis, was carried in while in a coma. After prayer, he awoke, found new divinely-given strength,
and walked around the sanctuary, completely healed.
At the first evening service at the huge city Town Hall, over 800 people came out. On the 2nd night, the
numbers had swelled to 1600 in attendance. By the third night, the Hall was packed with over 3000 in the
audience. Over the next 3 weeks, every single night, crowds would have to be turned away at the door. On

one night, over 1000 were turned away. Yet, God used many Christians in that crowd to share the Gospel
with those stuck outside. Once again, many salvations and healings would take place.
Inside the Hall, God used Wigglesworth to jar their hearts and challenge them to “only believe” in Jesus. The
power of the Spirit moved mightily through this humble and heavy-set man as he spoke on the Scriptures,
weaving in the stories of God’s handiwork, and shared passionately the things on God’s heart. The lame
would walk. The deaf would hear. And even the local newspapers chimed in on the amazing things that
God was doing. Wigglesworth would continue to preach across New Zealand for several months, and the
Church was filled with joy as they saw how the Lord had powerfully answered their prayers for revival.

THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS:

• CAROLINAS RELIEF. Praise God for how South Carolina is making $25 million in COVID-19 housing
assistance available to residents who have fallen behind on their rent or mortgage payments.

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK:
FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CITY:

• RENTAL SITUATIONS. Pray for renters to be able to juggle all their bills and see their needs met for
themselves and their families. Pray for the landlords too while tenants have paused in their rental
payments. May God reveal Himself to those in need and facing hardships at this time.

• RAISING UP GODLY LEADERS. The Charlotte City Council has a vacant at-large seat. Pray that
God would raise up a strong Godly leader to serve the city in this capacity.
FOR BUSINESSES AND THE ECONOMY:

• PERSEVERANCE. Praise God for businesses that were able to survive and maintain employment of
their workers during 2020, and pray for wisdom and clarity for all involved in the administration of
the new PPP program about to be rolled out.

• PROVISION. Pray for God to provide for those without work and whose unemployment benefits
lapsed and have not restarted even though covered by the federal extension of benefits.
FOR MINISTRIES AND REVIVAL:

• LOVE LIFE CHARLOTTE. Pray that God will raise up more churches to partner with Love Life to help
those in crisis choose life instead of abortion. Also pray for the missionary training coming up
soon (February 15-20th), that God will raise up missionaries to stand in the gap for the unborn.

• CHURCH. Pray that the church will maintain the unity of the Spirit during these divisive times as
we focus on Jesus and His Cross. These are times when many are disillusioned, upset, and feel
lost as the nation undergoes political and social transition. Pray we stay united and focused on
Jesus and the work of making disciples. Also as COVID continues to increase, pray for healing,
but also pray for strength and perseverance in the midst of COVID restrictions. Pray for those
feeling isolated and depressed. Pray for the pastors who persevere to care for the hurting.

• REVIVAL. Pray for God’s divine intervention in response to our prayers to change the
atmosphere of our society to focus on God more. Pray for the temperature of the church to
heat up and cry out to God for lost souls, for Kingdom growth, and for full-blown revival.
FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/

